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| | To THE 


CATHOLIC CLERGY | ” 


ox. THY 
UNITED DIOCESSES, 
ET OS 
WATERFORD AND LISMORE. 


DeanLy | Sobre BarTureN | IN Cm 


Is thoſe e N aweful times, when opinions cem 
ſpreading over this iſland, of a novel and dangerous ten- 
dency—when the remnants of old oppreſſion ,and new prin- 
eiples which tend to anarchy, are ſtruggling for victory, 
aad which in the collifion may produce the ruin of religion 
—when a moral earthquake fhakes all Europe, I felt no 
ſmall affl iction and alarm, upon receiving the ſuperior 
command of ihe Head of the Church, to prefide over the 
Catholics of theſe united Dioceſes, upon the death of 
your moſt venerable, and ever to be regretted Prelate, 
your late Biſhop, 

In the mid of theſe 6 and W it was a a great | 


conſolation to me, tobe aſſured of the picty, zeal,& loyalty 


of the Clergy, under my ſpiritual care ; and that their ex- 
ertions were conſtantly employed to keep the Laity with- 
in the bounds of religion, morality, and decorum. That 
no part of Ireland was more exempt. from turbulence and 
inſ ubardination to the laws, than this Diſtrict; and that 
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the memory of the legal injuſtices and cruelties formerly 


practiſed in this country, by men, who made religious 
diſtinctions a ſtalking horſe for political purpoſes, is com- 
pletely and happily effaced, J hope, for ever. 

It is upon you, very reverend, and dearly beloved Bre- 
thren, that, under God, my reliance is, that the Catholic | 


faith will produce its happy effects, in mending and im- 


proving the morals.of the flock; which I commit to your 
care, reſpectively. Let me beſeech you, to attach yourſelves 
to them, by fiequently inſtructing and exhorting them, 


e ſpecially as often as you approach the Sacred Altar; and 


certainly you cannot fail to attach them to you, by ſuch a 
pious, exemplary, and zealous conduct. Oo not permit 
yourſelves to be made the inſtruments of the rich of this 
world, who will try, by adulation, and poſſibly by other 
means, to make inſtruments of you, over the poor, for 
their own temporal purpoſes, and perhaps to render your 


ſacred miniſtry odious to them. The poor were always 


your friends—they inflexibly adhered to you, and to their 


religion, even in the worſt of times. They ſhared their 


ſcanty meal with you, and with your predeceſſors: and 
thereby preferved a ſucceſſion of ſpiritual paſtors through- 


out the kingdom. If they had ated otherwiſe, conformed 


to the errors of the nation, and imitated the conduct of 


the rich, who not only ſhut their doors againſt you, but 


not unfrequently hunted you like wild beaſts, I ſhould not 
be able to addreſs the preſent reſpectable body of clergy, 


under my ſpiritual authority. Such a conſideration can- 
not fail to enliven your zeal, and with affectionate at- 


tachment towards them, to impel you to inſtru them in 


their duties, to reſtrain their errors, and to correct their 
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vice Argue, ee iucrepa, in omni patientia, © duc. 
trina. Upon all proper occaſions, {peak to them the words 
of eternal life, without fear, or deference, towards the 
enemies of our holy faith. The paſtor, who doth not act 
in this manner, towards bis flock, hath loſt the grace of 
his yocation, or perhaps he never received it from God, 
He is the mercenary. ſhepherd, deſcribed in -the ſcrips 
ture, who, upon ſeeing the wolf, runs away, and. abans 
_ dons his flock, an eaſy prey to bim. | 

At the ſame time that I charge you to avoid all politic) | 


interferences, as unworthy the miniſters of ki m whoſe kings 


dom is not of this aorla, I call upon you to ſtand firm againſt. 
all attempts, Which may. be made, under various pretexts, 
to withdraw any of your flocks from the bel ief & practice 
of the Catholic religion. Remonſtrate with any parent, 
whowill be ſocriminal as to expoſe his offspring to thoſe | 
places of education, where his religious faith. or morals ate 
likely to be perverted. If he will nat attend to your re- 
monſtrances, refuſe him the participation of Chriſt's bod) We 
if he ſtill ſnould continue obſtinate, denounce him to. the. 
Church, in order that, according to Chriſt's command- | 
ment, he be. conſidered as a heathen and a publican.. 

If, in any of your Diſtricts, the.Cathalic. military fre- 
quent proteſtant places of worſhip, it. is your. duty to ex- 
poſtulate with them, & to teach them how contrary. to the 
principles of the Catholic. faith it is, exteriorly to profeſs. 
one faith, and interiorly to belicve another. That ſuch 
hypocriſy, even in the eyes of the world, is mean and pu- 
ſiHanimous, as well as odious and abominable in the. ſight of. 
God, That the military garb they wear, implies a manly . | 
DO es. which abhors. ſuch duplicity. That this manty. 
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candour is peculiarly the charaRter of an Iriſh ſoldier, who 

ought not to be aſhamed of openly profeſſing the Catholic 

religion tbe religion of Ir;/omen. Inſtruct them, "that in 

[ all matters regarding the ſervice of the king, their officers 

| are competent to command them, and that they ate bound 

| to obey ; but in matters regarding the ſervice of be KR 

1 of kings, their officers have no authority over them. Their 

perſonal religion is their own natural, uncontroulable, im- 

preſeriptible right, ſubject to the ſpiritual authority of the 
Catholic Church, & over which the laws of the land cannot 
enjoy a coercive authority. In all te mporal matters, they 
are ſubject to their temporal rulers, In all ſpiritual matters, 

q they are ſubje& to their ſpiritual rulers, Theſe two autho- 
rities, like parallel lines in mathematics, can never touch 
each other, By the ſmalleſt declination, they loſe even 
their name. Guard them from being deluded by the hack- 

nied phraſe of liberality of ſentiment. Surely liberality._ _ 
of ſentiment does not conſiſt in holding all creeds, & all 
forms of worſhip, to be equal! He who thus expreſſes 
himſelf, is a latitudinarian, who defpiſes all creeds—all | 
forms of worſhip! The man of true liberality, is he, who 
conſcientiouſly believes, and ſcrupulouſly follows that 
dreed, and form of worſhip, which is conformable to his 
conſcience, yet lives in charity—in concord—in amity 
with all others, of every religious perſuaſion. The man 
of true liberality, is he, who employs his conſcience as 
the helm with which he ſteers, in his religious voyage, 
leaving others to ſteer theirs by a ſimilar guide. The man 
of true liberality, is he, with whom a difference in e- 
ligious opinions, makes no difference in. ſocial life— 
ring in Equal harmony with all, and Frequently be- 
| n . | Rowing 
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Rowing cri dine and more Ale upon ihoſe who | 
differ from him in religious opinions, when they Fant 


it, more than upon thoſe of his own communion. The 
man of true liberality, is he, Who, when raiſed above 


| the reſt, to govern a great people, ſcorns to attend to the 


paltry diſtinctions of ſeR, or party—ſpurns from his pre- 
ſence thoſe intereſted adviſers of a dangerous faction, who 
would diſhonour him, and abuſe the ſacred name of ma- 
jeſty, to enrich themſelves; but, like a true patriot, raiſes 
to power and influences thoſe whom, in his conſcience, 
he thinks of moſt ability and integrity, to ſerve king and 
country. To fum up the whole, the truly liberal man, is 
he, who makes his religion the guide for his on perſo- 
nal and private conduct, and not a rule to guide—to go- 

vern—or to.compel others to = rer Ne Se 

and their religion, | 
The many compulſory means _—_ ne (and 7 
Teveral inſtanees of them within this very dioceſe, not 
many days ſince), to drive the Catholic military to Pro- 
teſtant places of worſhip, alarmed che. true friends to the 
king and his ſervice, and every well-wiſher to the peace 
and quiet of the country. Such unwatrantable tops 
could not make profelytes of the Catholic military—it 
might, in time, make them indifferent to all forms of 


| worſhip, and thereby jacobinize them upon the French © 


ſcale, and perhaps in the hour of danger, induce them 

to-forget their duty, and their loyalty, i in order to ac re- 
venged of their perſecutors. 7. I 

Oh, how different are the principles of a Catholic $ol- 


| dier, educated in the belief, and living in the full exer- - 


ciſe Mg his ok ! he — convinces his countrymen, 
ith al that 
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that military valour is not inconſiſtent with religious | 
piety ; but that, on the'contrary, they are natural allies, 
1 hat, when called to protect and defend his country, he 
3 is fearleſs, and intrepid i in the midſt of danger: his bo- 
ly 7 ſom glowing with this conſideration, that his death upon 
1 his poſt, promotes him to a. ſuperior poſt, in eternity. 
The unbeliever, who ſees nothing beyond the grave, 
mote naturally ſhrinks from the danger of his diſſolu- 
| tion; or, if he ſeems to aſſume courage, it is either the 
brutal inſenſibility of his: temper, or an artificial maſk, 
which he puts on, to ſcreen him from the contempt which 
is ſure to follow cowardice. But the courag eand intrepi : 
dity of a true Catholic, is the diſcharge of his duty, is a 
calm heroic intrepidity, which ſees the danger in his road, 
but ſees immortality beyond it. He marches courage- 
dodully on, ſure that if he falls, it is to riſe again beyond 
F - the grave. But when the unbeliever ſees the danger, he 
1 ſees nothing beyond it; and thinks, that if he falls, that 
moment puts a final, and a fatal period, to all his ſchemes 
of ambition —of fortune — and pleaſure, and that he nl 
into eternal nigbi never never to riſe again. Surely 
ſuch an impious idea is capable of tranſmuting even a 
naturally brave man, into a cowardly. ſlave. Let me ſay. 
all in one ſentence, . Thoſe ſentiments of intrepidity 
of fidelity—of honour,. which high birth, and poliſhed 
education impreſs upon thoſe. of. an elevated ſptere in 
life, cannot be ſuperior to the ſentiments. of fidelity, af 
courage, and of honour, which the catholic religion, if 
fincerely believed, and piouſly practiſed, would inſpire into 
the loweſt in the ranks: and who, if his duty calls him, 


mus ſhew a courage and * equal to Alexander 
. e 


SBI 4. 


„ 


l 


and Cæſar; and as unſullied loyalty and integrity as 
_ thoſe ſtateſmen and generals. who regulate e or 


who defend them. a 

In all your proceedings, very reverend and dearly = | 
loved brethren, avoid intermixing the politics of the 
world, with the ſublime and heavenly maxi ms of the CA. 
tholic religion—they have not the ſmalleſt connection 
with each other. The one is ſpiritual—the other is tem- 


poral: the one regards the tranſitory affairs of this 


world the other the eternal affairs of the world to come. 
As the catholic faith is a religion preached: to all na- 
tions, and to all people, ſo it is ſuitable td all climes, and 


all forms of government—monarchies or republics» 


ariſtoceacies or democracies. Deſpotic.orpopular govern- 
ments are not the concerns of the catholic faith. It may - 
well ſuit a ſmall-ſe& to regulate its creed, and form of 
worſhip, according to: the ſhape and form of governs. 
ment, of the limited boundaries where that ſect aroſe, - 


exiſts, and dies away, Not ſo the religion, which the 


prophet foretold ſhould extend from the riſing to the 
ſetting ſun, which has been propagated and promulgated 
from Peru to China, from the Eaſt to the Weſt Indies, 
from Pole to Pole—teachin g che ſame doctriue-admi- 
niſtering the ſame ſacraments, and offering up the adora- 
ble ſacrifice of the Redeemer, wherever man is found, 


and God adored, Tt is therefore called the Catholic, or 


Univerſal Religion. It may well ſuit the laity of your 


reſpective diſtricts, to purſue their temporal concerns, 
and their temporal polities, by ſuch ways as appear to 


them fair, peaceable, and loyal; and their paſt conduct 
is a proof that they are incapable of purſuing them by 
e 1 4 
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any other means. 17 their conduct has always been loyal 
and peaceable, even in the worſt of times—if, even when 
religious penalties made them total ſtrangers to their 
native lanu if, when the ruling party, with inſolence in 
their looks, and oppreiſion in their hands, ground them 

down—when {ome of the moſt powerful men in the na- 
tion declared in the ſenate, that they hoped to ſee the 
'day when no Catholic would dare to ſpeak to a Prote- 
tant with his hat ori—when, even the courſe of juſtice 
was perverted, and the channels of it dried up, a Ard. 


ing to the prejudices and party views of the judges who * | 


fat upon the bench, and were paid for the impartial ad- 
miniſtration of it, by taxes levied upon the oppreſſed 
ſufferers—yet, even in theſe provoking times, if the bo - 
dy of Catholics remained inflexibly attached. to their 
religion, and to their king, what have you to dread 
from their proceedings, when not only the judges are 
_ Equitable-and humane, but alſo a great part of theſe im · 
politic religious penalties are removed, and the reſt of 
them in ſuch a ſtate of progreſs to be totally removed: 
| that however a 3unTo, for their own intereſted, or o- 
ther ſiniſter views, may raiſe mobs to try to throw obſta- 
cles againſt the total repeal of them, yet all their efforts 
muſt be uſcleſs ?—The vaſt rock is already detached 
from the mountain's brow, and whoever oppoſes its de- 
ſcent and removal, muſt be cruſhed by his own raſh en- 
deavours. The popery laws are upon the eve of being 
extinguiſhed for ever; and may no wicked hand ever 
again attempt to divide this land, by making religious 
mam; wad a maſk, to iin diſturb-to en 
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Make your flock ſenſible to the honour of being a ace 
eounted a member of the'catholic communion—that they 


are not members of a ſmall ſe, limited to that country 
where the ſet itſelf was formed. They are members of 


a great Church, which has laſted more than 100 years 


which flouriſhed in every part of the habitable world— 
In omnem terram exivit founs eorum, & in fines orbit terre 

verba eorum and that Chriſt has promiſed that it will 
flouriſh until time ſhall be no more. Due a conſummas 
tionem ſeeculi——porte infer uon prævalebunt adver/us eam. 
That, conſequently, they ſhould not be aſhamed to be- 
long to a religion, which ſo many kings and princes— 
fo many of the moſt poliſhed and learned nations of the 
world, glory in profeſſing. 

Remind them, that two centuries of a have 
tried, in vain, to pervert them ; that the annals of the 
Church—the hiſtory of mankind, does not afford ano- 
ther example like theirs of perſeverance in their religi- 
ous principles. That we find, in the hiſtory of every 
other nation, or people, that a much ſhorter time was 
ſufficient, by penal reſtrictions of religion, to gain over 
the people to the religion of the ſtate; but that two cen- 
turies of perſecuting laws immenſe ſums of money 
given by parliament to gain over proſelytes, and levied 
upon thoſe very people, whoſe creeds they thereby en- 
deavoured to purchaſe, left ſtill the great body of the 

nation faithful to that ſpark which St. Patrick lighted 
at the great altar of the Catholic Church, and ſpread 
over this iſland; and that nine- tenths of the nation at 
large, and ninety-nine hundredths of this dioceſe, are 
till faichful and ſteady Catholics, notwithſtanding what 
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_ they and kei eden ſuffered for their kdeliry'; ; a 
for which they are as -unrivalled in the hiſtory of the : 
Church, as inſulated an. exception to the prevaricating 
verſatility of man, as the geographic e 8 
Hand itſelf is to the reſt of the worle. 5 
That portion of the Catholics of Ireland, which: Got | 
bas committed to my. ſpiritual care, I call upon you, 
Sh very reverend and dearly beloved brethren, as my coad- 
Jutors and aſſiſtants, to aid me, by word, and by exam- 
ple, to inſtruct, and to feed, with the Ward of falvation, . 
and awith the Bread of angels, Tt is a laborious, but it is 
alſo a meritorious, and an honourable employment. It 
83 Forms the ſtrongeſt bulwark to the ſtate, by being the beft 
- ſupplement to the laws; which,  avithoxt morals, are Vain. | 
2 faithful diſcharge of theſe duties, will form our 
crown, and our glory, when, at the laſt day, the Su- 
preme Paſtor will do to to judge us, and t to judge the; 
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